Shabbos Minyan times:
Friday Evening: At home
Candle lighting time: 7:31pm

Shabbos:
Morning Service: At home

Kiddush: At home
Mincha: At home

Shabbos Ends: 8:27pm
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CLASSES & EVENTS
THIS WEEK

All Minyanim have
been suspended until
further notice.

Classes will be held
online.

See schedule on the
right.

THIS SHABBOS
Has two special traditions
In addition to the regular
Shabbos:

1) It is Shabbat Mevorchim,
which is every month the
Shabbos before a new
Jewish month begins. Please
say the extra prayers that
can be found in your Siddur
on page xxx

2) Parshat Hachodesh when
we read an extra reading
from the Torah (see above
left)

24-25 Adar, 5780 ~ March 20-21, 2020 ~ Eiruv is UP

Shabbos Tehillim - 119:1-46 ~

Parsha Vayakheil & Pekudei in a Nutshell

Moses assembles the people of Israel and reiterates to them the commandment to observe

the Shabbat. He then conveys G-d’s instructions regarding the making of the Mishkan (Tabernacle).
The people donate all the required materials in abundance to the point that Moses has to tell them
to stop giving.

A team of wise-hearted artisans make the Mishkan and its furnishings and an accounting is made
of the gold, silver and copper donated by the people for the making of the Mishkan. Betzalel,
Aholiav and their assistants make the eight priestly garments—the ephod, breastplate, cloak,
crown, turban, tunic, sash and breeches—according to the specifications communicated to Moses
in the Parshah of Tetzaveh.

The Mishkan is completed and all its components are brought to Moses, who erects it and anoints
it with the holy anointing oil, and initiates Aaron and his four sons into the priesthood.
A cloud appears over the Mishkan, signifying the divine presence that has come to dwell within it.

Parshat Hachodesh

On the Shabbat that falls before the 1st of Nissan, a special reading called “Hachodesh”
(Exodus 12:1-20) is added to the regular Shabbat Torah reading. Hachodesh recounts G-d's
historic communication to Moses in Egypt on the 1st of Nissan (2 weeks before the Exodus)
regarding the Jewish calendar, the month of Nissan and the Passover offering. At Shul we
would be taking out a second Torah for this reading. Please read this section at home.

Schedule of classes and Mazel Tov
events

online this week.

To our very dear

Chad Shapiro
on his engagement to
Yael Young

To connect to any of the classes please visit
www.chabadnf.org/online

Sunday, 9:00am - Teffilin club
Monday, 7:00pm - Parsha with Rabbi Hertz

And Mazel Tov to his
parents our dear

Tuesday, 7:30pm - Torah & Tea Gabbai
Wednesday, 10:00am - Torah for seniors
Wednesday, 7:30pm - Teens online Anthony & Tracy
Thursday, 8:00pm - Jewish Spirituality Shapiro

Friday, 6:30pm - Pre-Shabbos Lchaim & Torah




The Jewish people were eager to donate. The
project, the building of the Tabernacle in the
desert, was a symbol that, despite the pain of
betrayal with the Golden Calf, the relationship
had been restored and strengthened. G-

d desired to dwell in the midst of the Jewish

camp.

The people donated enthusiastically: bracelets;
earrings; rings; blue, purple and crimson wool;
linen; goat hair; red-dyed ram

skins; tachash skins; silver and copper were
some of the items that were gifted.

There was, however, one item that Moses
refused to accept.

Window or Mirror
By: Menachem Feldman - www.chabadnf.org

experience the true profundity of
the infinite G-d, one should look
not directly upward to the
transparent heavens, but rather
one should look down here on
earth, where the concealment of
the material creates a deeper
reflection of the oneness of G-d

G-d explained to Moses that the mirror could be
just as holy as it could be destructive. Desire and
temptation could be, not ego-driven, but rather an
expression of intense holiness. As Rashi explains:
Even these [mirrors] they did not hold back from
bringing as a contribution toward the Mishkan, but
Moses rejected them because they were made for
temptation [i.e., to inspire lustful thoughts]. The
Holy One, blessed is He, said to him, “Accept
[them], for these are more precious to Me than
anything because through them the women set up
many legions [i.e., through the children they gave
birth to] in Egypt.” When their husbands were
weary from back-breaking labor, they [the women]
would go and bring them food and drink and give
them to eat. Then they [the women] would take
the mirrors and each one would see herself with

The Torah describes that the women contributed ner husband in the mirror, and she would seduce

even more than the men. They even brought
their mirrors to be used in the sanctuary. But
Moses refused to accept the mirrors. A mirror,
he argued, is the antithesis of the sanctuary. A
mirror is used to adorn the externality of the
person; it intensifies a person’s pride and
narcissism. A mirror is pure vanity and
superficiality, a tool for self-worship. It has no
place in the service of G-d.

Moses saw the mirror as an enemy. Here was a
tool designed to, at best, focus attention on the
self rather than on the Divine, and at worst, a
tool to create destructive lust and seduction.
Moses sought to create a transparent “window”;

he sought to teach people how to view the world transparency, the result is more profound. Looking

as a window through which one can see the
awesome power of the Creator. The mirror,
blocking the light and reflecting the vision back
to the viewer, was the polar opposite of
everything Moses stood for.

G-d disagreed.

The Midrash describes how G-d explained to
Moses that not only should the mirrors be
accepted, but indeed they were more precious
than all the other gifts. For it is precisely the
mirror that represents the purpose of creating
the sanctuary, and more broadly, the purpose of
creation itself.

him with words, saying, “I am more beautiful than
you.” And in this way they aroused their husbands
desire and would copulate with them, conceiving
and giving birth.

KIDDUSH

Every creation on this earth has a soul, an energy,
which can be used for both good or evil. Ironically,
the more potential this energy has for good, the
more destructive it can be. The reverse is just as
true: the more destructive the force, the deeper
the goodness and enlightenment can be when it is

transformed or channeled. As we live

, , through these
The mirror captures a deep truth. When glass is .
covered with a layer of silver that obstructs the unprecedented

times please
have a Kiddush
at your home
in celebration of
Shabbos-

at a mirror, while one cannot see forward, one is
able to see behind. One will see the unexpected.

The mirror does not completely obstruct the light,
as do other objects. Instead, it reflects the light
that shines upon it. It symbolizes how the creation
itself can reflect and express the Divine light.

Moses preferred clarity of vision. He was drawn to
transparency, to a place where holiness is obvious.
G-d explained that the purpose of the Tabernacle,
which reflects the purpose of the creation of the
world, was to be mirror-like, to see the holiness
where it is least expected, to understand that
desire can be an expression of transcendence and
spirituality. The mirror reminds us that in order to



