
 

 
 
 
 

 

CLASSES & EVENTS  
THIS WEEK 

~ 

Minyan 
Sunday, 8:15am 

Mon & Thu, 7:15am 
~ 

Monday Parsha 
Monday, 7:00pm  

~ 

Torah & Tea  
Tuesday, 7:30pm  

~ 

Torah Topics 
Wednesday, 12:00pm  

~ 

Hebrew Reading 
Crash Course 

Wednesday, 7:00pm 
~ 

Jewish Spirituality 
Thursday, 8:00pm  

Shabbos Minyan times:  
Friday Evening: 7:30pm 
Candle lighting time: 8:06pm 
 

Shabbos:  
Morning Service: 9:30am  
Kiddush: Cholent & Lchaim 
 
Mincha: 8:05pm  
Shekiah: 8:23pm 
Pirkei Avot Discussion: 
Chapter 5 
Shabbos Ends: 9:03pm 
 

24-25 Av, 5780   ~   August  14-15, 2020   ~    Shabbos Tehillim  -  119:1-96  ~     Eiruv is UP 

 

“See,” says Moses to the people of Israel, “I place before you today a blessing and a curse”—the 
blessing that will come when they fulfill G-d’s commandments, and the curse if they abandon 
them. These should be proclaimed on Mount Gerizim and Mount Ebal when the people cross over 
into the Holy Land. 
 
A Temple should be established in “the place that G-d will choose to make dwell His name there,” 
where the people should bring their sacrifices to Him; it is forbidden to make offerings to G-d in 
any other place. It is permitted to slaughter animals elsewhere, not as a sacrifice but to eat their 
meat; the blood (which in the Temple is poured upon the altar), however, may not be eaten. The 
identifying signs for kosher animals and fish, and the list of non-kosher birds are repeated. 
 
A tenth of all produce is to be eaten in Jerusalem, or else exchanged for money with which food is 
purchased and eaten there. In certain years this tithe is given to the poor instead. Firstborn cattle 
and sheep are to be offered in the Temple, and their meat eaten by the kohanim (priests). The 
mitzvah of charity obligates a Jew to aid a needy fellow with a gift or loan. On the Sabbatical year 
(occurring every seventh year), all loans are to be forgiven. All indentured servants are to be set 
free after six years of service. 
 
Our Parshah concludes with the laws of the three pilgrimage festivals—Passover, Shavuot and 
Sukkot—when all should go to “see and be seen” before G-din the Holy Temple. 

B:H 

 
 
 

Yossi & Shoshana Moaty 
 

On the Pidyon Haben of their son 
 

Levi Yisroel 

 
 

Is Shbbat Mevorchim 
when we bless the  
new month of Elul. 

 
It is customary to 
participate in the 
completion of the  
book of Tehilim on 

Shabbat Mevorchim 

In order to protect yourself and 
those around you, we 

encourage you to use a 
mask especially when 

walking around the building 
and when in proximity to others. 

CRASH COURSE  
begins this  

Wednesday.  
Registration  

required 



 
 

 
Please join us  

for an  
individually served  

bowl of Cholent  
and L’chaim 

By: Chaya Shuchat  - www.chabadnf.org 

The final project in my calculus class was to 
write an essay about the real-world 
application of some concept we had learned in 
the course. 
 
I liked that. What better way to integrate my 
learning than to think about its implications in 
everyday life? I didn’t have to think far. I wrote 
about my favorite function, the maxima-
minima. 
 
The maxima-minima function is used to solve 
problems like: What is the lowest price I 
should charge for an item to make the 
maximum profit? What is the fastest I can 
drive my car and still achieve the best gas 
mileage? When building a house, what are the 
ideal dimensions to use the least possible 
amount of building materials? 
 
Problems like these so perfectly encapsulate 
the basic dilemma of life. Every decision 
involves a tradeoff of some sort. I must give up 
something that I want in order to get 
something else. Speed versus efficiency. Safety 
versus convenience. Quality versus quantity. 
Short-term pleasure versus long-term health. 
We make these decisions consciously or 
unconsciously dozens of times per day, 
whenever we choose how to allocate our time, 
money or other resources. What is the least I 
must give up to get the most of what I want? 
 
In this week’s Torah portion, we find 
the mitzvah of aser te’aser, literally translated 
as “Tithe you shall tithe,” referring to the 
obligation to set aside a tenth of our earnings 
for charity.1 Since the word for “tithing,” aser, 
has the same root as “wealthy,” ashir, 
the Talmud interprets this verse as “Tithe in 
order that you shall become wealthy.” 
 
Now, that sure defies all the laws of calculus 
and economics! If I give up a tenth of my 
earnings to charity, then obviously there is a 
tenth less for me—a tenth less for me to invest 
or to spend on any of my needs. 

 
But the true value of money depends on so 
many variables that we can neither predict nor 
control. Will my investments succeed or fail? 
Will I derive satisfaction from my earnings, or 
will my money go toward medical bills, legal 
expenses or other aggravations? Even if I have 
enough money to enjoy the tangible pleasures of 
life—a nice car, fine dining, vacations—will I 
have enough of the intangibles, such as strong 
relationships and meaningful goals, to make it all 
seem worthwhile? 
 
What am I really giving up by tithing? I think 
what we are most afraid of is not giving up our 
money but giving up control. When I choose to 
buy a car, I can do research; I can even plug in 
my maxima-minima functions to find the best 
possible car at the lowest possible price within 
my budget. Once I buy the car, I can trade it in, 
sell it or upgrade it, and I can buy insurance to 
offset any possible loss or damage. 
 
But giving tzedakah, charity, has no such 
guarantee. I am giving up something that I 
earned through the sweat of my own brow, to 
be enjoyed by someone else who didn’t put the 
same effort into it. Once I give up the money, it’s 
gone—I have no further say in how it will be 
spent (unless I want to be an insufferable control 
freak). This is why the book of Tanya states that 
giving charity is equivalent to all 
other mitzvahs.3 While other mitzvahs might use 
a specific part of the body (tefillin on the hand 
and head, for example), charity involves giving 
money that we earned with our time, talent and 
expertise, money that we could have used for 
any of our human needs. Giving up our money is 
the closest we can come to giving up ourselves. 
 
So, what is the maximum amount of money I 
should give up for charity, and what do I get in 
return? Jewish law is clear on the minimum and 
maximum recommended amounts to give to 
charity: not less than one-tenth and not more 
than one-fifth of your income. (In some 
situations, it may be appropriate to give more or 
less than these amounts; a rav should be 
consulted.) 

 
But what I receive in return has 
no minimum or maximum. It is 
truly infinite. It is a Divine 
promise for success in our 
endeavors—success that will give 
us the ability to truly enjoy and 
make use of the bounty we are 
given. G-d even invites us to 
challenge Him with the mitzvah 
of charity, to see if the money we 
tithe is repaid. “Please, test me 
with this,” says G-d. 
 
The concept of tzedakah is 
especially pertinent now, when 
we are in the seven-week 
consolation period following the 
Jewish day of mourning on 
the 9th of Av. “Zion will be 
redeemed with justice, and its 
captives with charity.”  
Giving tzedakah is a unique 
opportunity to bring holiness and 
blessing into every aspect of our 
lives, and thereby merit the 
ultimate redemption. 


